ALVELEY AND ROMSLEY PARISH COUNCIL
ANNUAL MEETING OF COUNCIL 13th May 2025 at 7.00 pm
MINUTES OF MEETING
Following the elections, all members made and signed their declarations of acceptance of office beofre the meeting.
Present: Cllr Isley Jakeman (Chair) and Councillors Christine Brown, James Taylor, Colin Taylor, Richard Narburgh, Ian Braithwaite, James Cumiskey and Kelig Dampure.
In attendance: Steve Kerry, Parish Clerk and Messrs Paul Thompson and Will Scriven.
The Chair welcomed all members and members of the public.
 2025/2026.001.  ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND VICE CHAIRMAN
Councillor Brown proposed, Councillor Narburgh seconded, and it was unanimously
RESOLVED That Councillor Jakeman be elected Chair of the Parish Council for the municipal year 2025-2026.
Councillor Jakeman made the declaration of office required by law.
Councillor  Narburgh proposed, Councillor Jakeman seconded, and it was unanimously 
RESOLVED That Councillor Brown be elected Vice Chair of the Parish Council for the municipal year 2025-2026.
2025/2026.002  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.
2025/2026.003  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.
2025/2026.004  ADOPTION OF POWER OF GENERAL COMPETENCE
The Clerk briefly explained the effect of adopting the General Power under the Localism Act 2011 S1 and confirmed that with eight elected members (more than two thirds of the Council) and with him holding the relevant qualification under CiLCA, the Council was eligible to adopt the power.
It was proposed by Councillor Jakeman, seconded by Councillor J Taylor and unanimously
RESOLVED That the Council adopt the Power of General Competence pursuant to the Localism Act 2011 Section 1.
2025/2026.005  OPEN FORUM
The Chair invited Will Scriven to speak to the meeting. Mr Scriven said he would like to renew the bench by the bus shelter in memory of his late father and also to plant a rose bush - at his expense. This is at the top of Daddlebrook Road. He also asked if we could change the street bin for a more decorative style and move the grit bin. It was noted that the grit bin belongs to Shropshire Council, but we can ask, and the Clerk can order a new bin similar to the one installed near the Chapel. The Council noted the contribution the late Mr Sriven had made to the village and parish and thanked Will for bringing these matters to their attention.
The Chair invited Paul Thompson to speak to the meeting. Mr Thomppon explained that he would be delivering the annual report of P3 at the Annual Parish Meeting tomorrow. Tonight he wanted to raise a specific issue of the accessiblity of the Cleckars path where it crosses the Daddlebrook. The walkway is on pipes and is too low, thus it floods in inclement weather. The landowner on one side is happy for planking to be put across which would be higher, dryer and a better surface for all weathers, improving accessiblity especially for those less mobile or using scooters, children's push chairs etc. The difficulty was the refusal of the land owner on one side to enage with this project. He asked that the Council used its good offices to see if this could be resolved amicably. Members discussed the relative roles of Shropshire Council; as the highway authority they are repsosnble for footpaths unless they have been adopted by the parish, and the parish council, and it was felt a joint approach to try and achieve a good will response was best. The possibility of succesful enforcement action by Shropshire was remote both because of resources and the lack of a clear legal position. It was noted also that the design of a crossing on pipes was not good, and it looked as if it should have been covered over originally, either by planks or possibly hardcore.
It was agreed that the Clerk would liaise with the appropriate officer at Shropshire Council, Brian Hickson,  to see if this could be resolved with the landowner Mr Arnold to acheive a better wet weather crossing of the brook. Having contacted Mr Hickson the Clerk would write to Mr Grant Arnold, the landowner who has not agreed yet, confirming that the other landwner Mr Damon Davis is happy with the proposal and asking him to agree to the works being done.
2025/2026.006  P3 FUNDING
Mr Thompson was reassured that he did not have to leave the meeting nor, as a member of the public not a councillor, did he need to declare an interest in this matter.
After a brief discussion in which members noted the important contribution the P3 group make to maintaining and improving footpaths in the parish it was 
Proposed by Councillor Narburgh, seconded by Councillor Brown and unanimously
RESOLVED That the annual funding for P3 of £200 be agreed.
2025/26.007  FUNDING FOR STROLERS AND STRIDERS
It was noted that the Strollers and Striders had circulated members before the elections with some information about their programme. After a brief discussion it was 
Proposed by Councillor Brown, seconded by Councillor Braithwaite and unanimously
RESOLVED That the annual funding for Strollers and Striders of £265 be agreed.
2025/2026.008  PLANNING MATTERS
Members considered planning applications 01424 (extension to dwellings and garage High Meadows),  01559 (works to beech trees under a TPO at The Woodlands, Broad Lanes), 01199 (conversion and extension of a coach house the Elms, Six Ashes) and 01276 new vehicle access The Cottage, Broad Oak, Six Ashes.
Members had no objections to any of these applications.
It was noted that Council had been informed of an appeal against a refusal of permission but decided to make no comment as one of the members of Council was the appellant.
2025/2026.009 	APPOINTMENTS TO COMMITTEES AND OF SIGNATORIES
It was proposed by Councillor Narburgh, seconded by Councillor C Taylor and unanimously 
RESOLVED That the following appointments to Committees be made::
Play Area Committee - Councillors Narburgh, Dampure and Cumiskey (one vacancy)
Lighting Committee - Councillors Narburgh, Cumiskey and Braithwaie (one vacancy)
Staffing Committee - Councillors Brown, Narburgh, C Taylor, J Taylor and Jakeman (one vacancy)
There was a discussion of forming an additonal committee for events and communications. Members will send their thoughts on this to the Clerk who will prepare terms of reference for consideration at the next meeting.
It was proposed by Coucnillor Brown, seconded by Councillor J Taylor and unanimously resolved that the bank signatories remain as:
Unity Trust Current Account - Councillors Jakeman, Brown and Narburgh
CCLA Deposit Account the Clerk and Councillor Narburgh (noted that the only withdrawals from this account are transfers to the current account, it cannot be used for paying third parties). 
2025/2026.010	FINANCIAL MATTERS
The Clerk apologised that he had not had time to produce a report of transcations during April, a combined April/May report would come to the June meeting. He confirmed that £80,000 had been moved from the current account to the CCLA deposit account in May to increase the Council's income from interest, following the arrival of the annual precept from Shropshire Council.
2025/2026.011	SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR'S REPORT
The Chair congratulated Colin Taylor on being re-elected as the County Councillor for the area, albeit by the narrowest of margins!
Councillor Taylor had little to report as the Council was forming after the recent elections. The annual meeting would take place next week at which the Leader and Cabinet members would be announced and appointments to comittees made. Work had begun to understand in detail the financial position of the Council which appeared to be dire, and it was hoped that the money spent on the North West Relief Road, which was not now going ahead, would be written off by the government. This would release funds for smaller scale local highway works and repairs which was desperately needed. He ageed to look  into an ambigous closure notice which has appeared on road signs on the A442 without prior consultation, although it may refer to a side road. 
2025/2026.12	ROMSLEY MATTERS
Councillor J Taylor confimed there would be a report from former Councillor Sam Potter at the annual parish meeting on Romsley matters over the last year. He could add at this meeting that some potholes had been fixed, but, as usual the temporary, poor quality repairs were already failing and once again the contractor's approach was not cost effective.
2025/2026.13	STANDING ORDERS
Where necessary specific time limits on speeches, publlc contributions and the length of open forum were resolved and written into the NALC model SO's. It was agreed that meetings would finish at 10pm and that dispensations to attend after declarations of interest would be a matter for council /committee and not delegated to the Clerk.
With these details resolved, it was proposed by Councillor Jakeman. seconded by Councillor Brown and unanimously
RESOLVED That the 2025 NALC model standing orders, as amended, be adopted by Alveley and Romsley Parish Council.


2025/2026.14	FINANCIAL REGULATIONS
It was confirmed that for the purposes of these regulations the Clerk is also the Responsible Financial Officer.
It was proposed by Coucnillor Jakeman, seconded by Councillor Brown and unanimously 
RESOLVED That the 2025 NALC model financial regulations be adopted by the Alveley and Romsley Parish Council.
2025/2026.15  UPDATES
The Annual Parish Meeting would start at 6 pm. The Pavilion would be open at 5 pm, several members volunteered to assist with setting up.
Sam Potter (former Councillor) would be doing the annual Romsley report, the Chair Councillor Jakeman would do the annual Alveley report. 
2025/2026.16  DATE OF NEXT MEETING AND ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION
Tuesday 3 June at 7.30 in the Pavilion
The agenda will include  -
Co-option of new member(s) and if agreed further appointment(s) to Comittees
Accounts for 2024/2025 and the Annual Governance and Accountability Report (AGAR),
Minutes from both April and May meetings of Coucnil, 
Financial transactions from 1st April to 31st May,
Draft terms of reference for an Events and Communications Committee and, if agreed, appointments to that Committee

There being no further business the Chair declared the meeting closed.


Signed .................................

Date ...........................  
